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Digital Citizenship and How It Relates to My Classroom and Campus 

 Digital citizenship is a term that has been tossed around and coined for quite some time 

now.  After looking at a number of definitions, I believe that citizenship and digital citizenship 

are not that different.  Citizenship is how we act or behave and how we treat others.  Digital 

citizenship is how we act or behave and how we treat others in an online setting.  The most 

important concepts as teachers that we can teach our students is how to be good citizens 

everywhere and all the time.  Teaching digital citizenship to students who are growing up in a 

digital world should be just as important as teaching them to be good citizens in real life.   

Review 

 Digital citizenship is the topic of a book by Mark Ribble titled “Digital Citizenship in 

Schools.”  I found this book to be very enlightening.  I never knew there were so many 

components that made up digital citizenship.  When I taught digital citizenship in years past, it 

was composed of safety/security, privacy, and cyberbullying.   

Ribble states that there are nine elements to digital citizenship.  The nine elements are 

digital access, digital law, digital literacy, digital communication, digital rights and 

responsibilities, digital health and wellness, digital etiquette, digital security, and digital 

commerce (Ribble, 2015, p. 16).  Digital access is the idea that everyone should have the ability 

to have access to the same kinds of technology.  Digital commerce is the buying, selling, and 

trading of products online.  Digital communication is the exchange of information.  Digital 

literacy is keeping up to date and learning about technology.  Digital etiquette is a code of 

conduct for online communication.  Digital law is following rules and taking responsibility for 

your actions online.  Digital rights and responsibilities are freedoms provided to all who are 
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online.  Digital health and wellness is physical and mental/emotional well-being.  Digital 

security is keeping information safe online. 

 The elements that are relevant to my campus, Fannin Elementary, are communication, 

etiquette, rights and responsibilities, literacy, and security.  I teach technology applications to 

Kindergarten-5th grade.  These five elements are a strong foundation to be able to grow on as 

they progress to middle school and beyond.   

  “Communication is key.”  This is a saying that we’ve heard our entire lives.  

Fannin is a Title I school, like most in the country, meaning we serve a community that has a low 

socio-economic status.  So many aspects of life for these students is low.  Students are not taught 

how to talk to one another face-to-face, so they are not taught how to communicate online.  A 

large aspect of my new digital citizenship lessons will be to teach students the correct and 

courteous way to talk to their peers through email, social media, and online published writings 

like a blog.  Cyberbullying lessons will be included since reacting to posts online is 

communication. 

Etiquette is a lost art form.  It isn’t taught at home, and it isn’t taught at school.  Teaching 

students to follow a digital code of conduct is a difficult concept to teach.  I can show and model 

all day at school, but when it is not modeled at home, the idea is lost, and we have to start over.  

Digital etiquette would be showing students the appropriate time to use their devices, the 

appropriate places to use their devices, and the appropriate way to handle situations that may 

arise when using their devices.  This is an area where I would like to involve parents.  Keeping 

parents informed and engaged is just as important as keeping students informed and engaged.  

Parents did not grow up in this digital world so the norms are not known.  Teaching parents and 
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students alike when, where, and how to use their phones and tablets will be an important key to 

helping develop digital citizens. 

 Rights and responsibilities relates the most to real life citizenship.  As a citizen of the 

United States of America, you have certain rights and responsibilities like the responsibility to 

follow state and local laws and the right of free speech or to bear arms.  Every person is granted 

these rights, and every person is expected to exhibit these responsibilities.  Online citizens have 

inherent rights and responsibilities too.  There are two rights and responsibilities that I plan to 

focus on with my students.  The right to create digital products and claim that right is a part of 

copyright and creative commons.  This is one of the hardest concepts to get students to 

understand.  Their opinion is that the Internet is a free tool for them to use.  I think having the 

students create their own work and publishing it online will help them to be empathetic and 

understand how other digital creators feel.  The other responsibility I plan to reinforce is the idea 

to be accountable for your online communication.  Abstaining from and reporting cyberbullying 

is how I will teach students to be responsible for their online postings.  The same rights and 

responsibilities you have are guaranteed for everyone.  Making someone feel bad is not being 

responsible and is taking away from their right to be online.   

 Literacy is a topic where students and I go back and forth.  Keeping up with the latest 

technology is an everyday event.  Sometimes they tell me about a new app or website, and 

sometimes I get to show them something new.  This is one area where I hope the students and I 

can continue discovering new programs, applications, and websites and sharing them with each 

other. 

 Security is an issue that my students do not think about at all.  When I think back to last 

school year, I recall over and over again reminding my 5th graders who were already knee deep 
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in social medias like Facebook and Instagram to post privately and safely.  I try to have them 

think about it in a real face-to-face scenario.  I ask questions like would you tell a stranger where 

you took that picture?  Would you tell a stranger where you are going out of town this weekend?  

The majority of users on the Internet are strangers.  They don’t need to know where you are, 

where you are going, or what you are eating for dinner tonight.  The idea of security also brings 

about the topic of digital footprints.  When you google yourself, would you want your 

grandmother to see that post or that picture?  Students who are aware of privacy settings and 

actually know their online friends and followers are likely to be more safe and secure than those 

who aren’t.   

Mantra 

For the next school year, I will be teaching students to “Show their Digital PRIDE.”  

PRIDE is an acronym for Private, Respectful, Informed, Dependable, and Everywhere.  I focused 

on these topics because they are related to five of the nine elements of digital citizenship as 

mentioned previously in this paper.  Since we use this acronym at our school already for PBIS 

(Positive Behavior Intervention Supports), I thought it would be a great way to bridge what the 

students are already familiar hearing.  At Fannin, we show Fannin PRIDE (Positive Roles 

Implemented in Daily Expectations).  Teaching students to show their Digital PRIDE will be an 

easy transition from showing their Fannin PRIDE. 

Presentation 

In my presentation, I describe the issues that I want to reinforce and focus on at my 

elementary school.  Not only will the nine elements of digital citizenship help me train students 

to become digital citizens, it will help teach the staff about becoming digital citizens.  Awareness 

is key.  I used Microsoft PowerPoint for my presentation because I am most familiar with this 
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tool.  I wanted to use an application where I could focus on the content and not on the logistics of 

a new program.  As far as information in the presentation, I worked on the presentation and this 

paper together to make sure there was consistency between the two. 

Conclusion 

In summation, there is no end to learning about digital citizen because technology is 

changing and expanding day by day.  Since our students are growing up in a digital world, 

teaching them from an early age to be good digital citizens should be a top priority to every 

educator.   
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