
Learning Environment & Situational Factors to Consider 

 

1. Specific Context of the Teaching/Learning Situation 

 

How many students are in the class?  Is the course primary, secondary, undergraduate, 

or graduate level?  How long and frequent are the class meetings?  How will the course 

be delivered: live, online, blended, flipped or in a classroom or lab?  What physical 

elements of the learning environment will affect the class? What technology, networking 

and access issues will affect the class? 

 10-15 elementary school teachers 

 Monthly meetings lasting no more than 45 minutes 

 Face-to-face in computer lab with teacher 1:1 access to desktops 

 Mentoring available on an as needed basis 

 

2. General Context of the Learning Situation 

 

What learning expectations are placed on this course or curriculum by: the school, 

district, university, college and/or department?  the profession?  society?   

 District Goal 1 – Rigorous & Engaging Instruction – Corsicana ISD will meet or 

exceed all State and Federal Standards for Academic Excellence.  (This goal was 

pulled from www.cisd.org.)  

 Standards for Professional Learning – Leadership: Professional learning that 

increases educator effectiveness and results for all students requires skillful leaders 

who develop capacity, advocate, and create support systems for professional 

learning.  (Retrieved from 

https://learningforward.org/docs/pdf/standardsreferenceguide.pdf?sfvrsn=0)  

 Personally, I would like to see educators able to use technology effectively for and 

with their students.   
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3. Nature of the Subject 

 

Is this subject primarily theoretical, practical, or a combination?  Is the subject 

primarily convergent or divergent?  Are there important changes or controversies 

occurring within the field? 

 Technology is a practical course.  Since technology is ever changing, it is considered 

a divergent course.  Because of the nature of technology, there are constant 

important changes which is why we should stay aware of those changes. 

 

4. Characteristics of the Learners 

 

What is the life situation of the learners (e.g., socio-economic, cultural, personal, family, 

professional goals)?  What prior knowledge, experiences, and initial feelings do students 

usually have about this subject?  What are their learning goals and expectations?  

 The educators enrolled in this course are equipped with a variety of different 

teaching experiences.  Most are willing to learn more about how to become better 

and more efficient teachers. 

 

5. Characteristics of the Teacher 

 

What beliefs and values does the teacher have about teaching and learning?  What is 

his/her attitude toward:  the subject? students? What level of knowledge or familiarity 

does s/he have with this subject?  What are his/her strengths in teaching? 

 Learning is a life-long process that never ends so inevitably we will always need 

teachers, especially when applied to teaching and learning technology.  I have been 

teaching the technology applications class for 6 years.  I learn something new every 

week in regards to teaching technology.  I will never know all there is to know about 

technology, but I know enough to share and to continue to learn with my fellow 

educators.     


